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Smt. Anupama Hoskere is a master puppeteer and the Founder-Director of the Dhaatu
Puppet Theater, Bengaluru, India. She is globally recognized for her wide experience in every

2. Born on 20" December, 1964 in Bengaluru, Smt. Anupama started getting training in
Carnatic music and Bharatanatyam even before starting formal schooling. Along with formal
education, she received lessons in the great Indian Epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata. She
received her Bachelor in Engineering degree from BMS College of Engineering in 1987 and
Master of Science degree from California State University, Long Beach in 1993. She also received

3. Along with her husband, Sri Vidyashankar Hoskere, Smt. Anupama founded Dhaatu in
2004 with the aim of bringing to the people India's great Treasure Trove of stories from historical
epics like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, from literary masterpieces of poetic greats such
as Bhasa and Kalidasa as well as stories from the Panchatantra and the many stories of India's
great sages, kings and thinkers. A careful and detailed study of the Natyashastra provided her
much impetus to expand the intricacies and intellectual merit of her productions. She has
redesigned the old puppet theater into a more composite layered theater - combining puppetry,
dance, and theatre into large-scale performances. Dhaatu has, over time, developed to become
India's first puppetry brand name that catapulted puppetry into being recognized as a respected
and classical art form of India. With over 25 full-length productions, the Dhaatu Puppet Theater
has been invited to perform at prestigious International Festivals in France, Belgium, Morocco,

4. Smt. Anupama decided to take traditional puppetry to the masses and thus began the
Dhaatu International Puppet Festival. This annual festival of puppet shows, workshops and
conferences provides a platform for urban and rural puppeteers of India to come together along
with puppeteers from foreign countries. The proceedings of the conference are brought out in a
publication called “Punaschetana”, recording the knowledge systems and history of Indian
puppetry and that of visiting artistes and scholars. She also initiated the Dhaatu Navaratra
Mahotsava in 1995. Through a still-theatre display of individually detailed story boxes consisting
of well over ten thousand traditional dolls, stories of Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata, Shiva
Purana and temple traditions of India are told during the Dussehra festival. She continues her
endeavours with Dhaatu Puppet Paathashala, training students in puppetry. She has
established the Dhaatu Puppet Museum in Bengaluru that has a curated collection of unique

S. Smt. Anupama is a recipient of the Central Sangeet Natak Akademi Puraskar [2018] for
puppetry and numerous other awards by cultural organizations in India and abroad. She has
been a recipient of the Senior fellowship in Puppetry awarded by the Ministry of Culture. She is
also the recipient of the UN Erasmus Mundus Scholarship to teach Indian puppetry across
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